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Australian Melanoma Oncologist Honoured with Inaugural Marie
Krogh Prize for Young Women in Science

Canberra, Australia - 25 November 2025: An Australian trailblazer in melanoma research has been
named the inaugural recipient of the Marie Krogh Young Women in Science Prize, a landmark initiative
launched in 2025 by global healthcare company Novo Nordisk to help address gender disparities in
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) across Australia.

Presented by Australia’s Chief Scientist Professor Tony Haymet at the National Press Club in
Canberra on Tuesday, Associate Professor Ines Esteves Domingues Pires da Silva, a Medical
Oncologist at the Melanoma Institute Australia, received the prestigious honour and a $50,000 cash
prize for her groundbreaking contributions to transforming melanoma treatment.

Selected by an esteemed panel of leading health and science experts from Health and Wellbeing
Queensland, Heart of Australia, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, the Royal Children’s
Hospital, and Novo Nordisk, the Prize recognises the outstanding innovation, leadership and impact
demonstrated by early- to mid-career career female researchers in science and medicine across
Australia.

A Leader in Personalised Cancer Care

A/Prof Pires da Silva was awarded for her dedication to mentoring the next generation of women in
science and for leading the development of the global Melanoma Risk Prediction Tool and
NeoPlatform program. These innovations have shaped national treatment guidelines, influenced
international clinical practice, and enabled personalised care strategies for patients with advanced
melanoma.

Her achievements have earned recognition from the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO),
the European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO), and the Melanoma Research Alliance, and have
been supported by National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Investigator and Ideas
grants.

Honouring Australia’s Rising Stars in Science
Seven outstanding finalists were also honoured alongside A/Prof Pires da Silva, each receiving
$5,000:

e Associate Professor Susann Beier, University of New South Wales;

e Dr Ann-Na Cho, University of Sydney;

e Dr Deborah Burnett, University of New South Wales;

« Dr Amali Mallawaarachchi, Garvan Institute & Royal Prince Alfred Hospital;

e Associate Professor Rachel Conyers, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute;

e Professor Shanshan Li, Monash University; and

e Associate Professor Sarah Zaman, University of Sydney and Westmead Applied Research

Centre.


https://www.mariekroghprize.com.au/
https://www.novonordisk.com.au/
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All finalists will also be inducted into the newly established Marie Krogh Alumni Network, fostering a
lasting peer alumnus for collaboration, visibility and support.

Championing women in STEM

“This award exemplifies the transformative potential of women in STEM. A/Prof Pires da Silva's
pioneering work in melanoma is reshaping clinical practice globally. By recognising her
achievements - and those of the seven finalists - we celebrate the future of Australian science and
medicine led by outstanding women,” said Professor Tony Haymet, Australia’s Chief Scientist.

Australia’s representation of women in STEM remains well below the global average - accounting for
only 37% of university STEM enrolments and 15% of STEM jobs."2 Women entrepreneurs also receive
less funding and less favourable terms than their male counterparts for follow-on R&D investment.

“The future of Australian science depends on the diversity of voices we elevate today. Equity means
more than participation - it demands visibility, voice, and restructuring pathways to leadership. When
women seize their opportunities to lead and innovate, our discoveries become richer, our impact
deeper, and our future brighter,” said Professor Kathryn North AC, Director, Murdoch Children’s
Research Institute and inaugural Marie Krogh Prize Orator.

“The pioneering research, leadership, and commitment of the eight finalists embody the vision of the
Marie Krogh Prize. Through this initiative, we are making a deliberate investment in female
researchers to both increase participation and amplify the impact of scientific work,” said Dr Ana
Svensson, Vice President, Clinical, Medical and Regulatory, Novo Nordisk Oceania.

“We look forward to continuing to support and elevate the next generation of women leaders in
science through this Prize,” Dr Svensson added.

Named in honour of Dr Marie Krogh (1874-1943) - a pioneering Danish physician, physiologist, and
co-founder of Novo Nordisk - the Prize celebrates her legacy and commitment to advancing women
in science. The Marie Krogh Young Women in Science Prize will return in 2026.

*kk*k

About Novo Nordisk

Novo Nordisk is a leading global healthcare company founded in 1923 and headquartered in
Denmark. Our purpose is to drive change to defeat serious chronic diseases built upon our heritage
in diabetes. We do so by pioneering scientific breakthroughs, expanding access to our medicines and
working to prevent and ultimately cure disease. Novo Nordisk employs about 78,400 people in 80
countries and markets its products in around 170 countries.

" Department of Industry Science and Resources, the state of STEM gender equity in 2024
21P Australia, Intellectual Property Report 2023



https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/www.industry.gov.au/news/state-stem-gender-equity-2024___.YzJ1OndlY29tbXVuaWNhdGlvbnM6YzpvOmIyZWY4MGMxOWI0ZDJiZjhmODc2NDk3YmU2MjU0YjlmOjY6ZGUzMzo4YzkyN2I2ZTA1MDk5YTBiYjZiMGYxZjdhNGJiZDYyZTgyNmY3MzM5ZWIxNTZmOTU4MGRlZjJjZmFiMjczNGU2OnA6VDpG
https://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/tools-and-research/professional-resources/data-research-and-reports/publications-and-reports/Australian-Intellectual-Property-Report-2023
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Novo Nordisk has been operating in Australia since 1976. We deliver medicines to more than 1.5
million patients in Australia for the treatment of diabetes, obesity, rare diseases and other serious
chronic diseases. For more information, visit www.novonordisk.com.au

About the Marie Krogh Young Women in Science Prize

The Marie Krogh Young Women in Science Prize is a prestigious award that aims to recognise and
celebrate outstanding women in science and medicine who embody the core pillars of Innovation,
Impact and Leadership. It aims to highlight groundbreaking scientific research that demonstrates
originality and advances knowledge through creative approaches and novel solutions.

The Prize also aims to honour contributions that have a measurable impact on healthcare -
improving patient outcomes, shaping public health policies or transforming clinical practices and
seeks to acknowledge exceptional leadership and community engagement, particularly in fostering
collaboration, mentoring future leaders and empowering young women in science and medicine.
Through these pillars, the Marie Krogh Young Women in Science Prize seeks to inspire a legacy of
excellence and transformation in health research and beyond. www.mariekroghprize.com.au

For media queries, please contact:

Chenny Wulandari Alisa Harrington

Communications Manager Account Manager - Health

Novo Nordisk Oceania We. Communications
CNWD@novonordisk.com aharrington@wecommunications.com

0484 027 944 0478 972 227


https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___http:/www.novonordisk.com.au___.YzJ1OndlY29tbXVuaWNhdGlvbnM6YzpvOmIyZWY4MGMxOWI0ZDJiZjhmODc2NDk3YmU2MjU0YjlmOjY6NjgzMDo5NzgyOTQyZTVlODIxNGVmNGMzMjQ1NTM0MDhhMTUwM2MwMmU3NGI3N2FhMjE0NmNjODRjNDg2YTNkOWZjOGI1OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___http:/www.mariekroghprize.com.au___.YzJ1OndlY29tbXVuaWNhdGlvbnM6YzpvOmIyZWY4MGMxOWI0ZDJiZjhmODc2NDk3YmU2MjU0YjlmOjY6MDBlYjozZjIwMTA0OTQ1YTFiMGE5NzVjZTgxMDVkYTU5ZTMyYmFkNTc2M2ViMDBhNGRiZDMyOTI5ODE1NmUxOTk4YmRmOnA6VDpG
mailto:CNWD@novonordisk.com
mailto:aharrington@wecommunications.com

